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W H A T’ S  I N S I D E 

HALL OF FAME 

October 1, 2, and 3, 2021 

Machinists’ Hall, Rancho Cordova, California 

$10 each day, or $25 for 3-day pass 

Great Western Swing Bands 

Daily Jam Sessions 

2021 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Charlie Joe Wallace 

Brian McCommas 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED 

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

 
(Go to Page 3) 

Sammy Sams Jody McCauley 

Eddie Rivers 

Jake Erwin 

John Steele 

Joni Harms 

Joe Ybarra 

Lenny Serdahl Sr 

Ramon Selby 

Sonny Rice 

Whit Smith 

Don deMars 

Zack Sapunor 

Jimmy Spero 



 

 

Letter from The Editor 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

ad’s are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Hey Folks 

I'll get started by 

reporting that we 

had a great day at 

WSS even though 

we had some 

bumps along the 

way. If you’re pa-

tient, I'll talk about that more in the 

editor's letter. The dance floor was 

packed and we had a great crowd all 

the way to the end. 

The Guest band was “Bite The Bul-

let”. Shelley Elkan leads the band 

with rhythm guitar and vocals. Band 

members are Steve French on pedal 

steel and vocals, Steve Clark on bass 

and vocals, Olen Dillingham on fid-

dle, 5 string mandolin and accordi-

on, Gary Blodgett on lead guitar and 

vocals, Rob Shotwell on guitar and 

vocals, Bill Cornett on drums and 

vocals and yours truly Ronnie Elkan 

on fiddle. It was a thrill to see Olen 

play his accordion, not something 

we get to see and hear every dance. 

Big thanks to the band for coming 

out to play for us. 

“The House Band” came up next 

and as usual were great. Thanks for 

your talent and time. The band con-

sists of Jimmy Baughman on guitar 

and vocals, Ralph Chase on key-

board and vocals, Lenny Serdahl Sr. 

on guitar and vocals, Bill Cornett on 

drums and vocals, Ronnie Elkan on 

fiddle. Larry Deleon came up for 

awhile to play drums and sing. 

Guest vocalists were Shelley Elkan, 

Nancy Long, Meghan McCoy, and 

Tom and Maxine McVeigh. 

Let me address one of the bumps I 

mentioned at the beginning of my 

article. First of all Sacramento 

County has a mask mandate due to  
Continued on next column 

We’d like to 

have you write 

to us about 

your experience 

if you play in 

the jam room or 

go in to listen. 

We’ll share 

your comments here in this col-

umn. Just send your thoughts to 

this email: 

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send 

us a letter via snail mail. In the 

meantime we’ll list the players 

who joined us last month. 

Come in 

and join 

in, you 

can lis-

ten or 

sign up 

and play 

or sing. 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Vice Pres, Ronnie Elkan 

Treasurer, Linda Swanson 

Secretary, Doug Weiss 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463 

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

Jeff Tilton (916) 798-9377 

Mary Harris  

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Admissions Coord, Linda McCarley  

Bar Manager, Cyndi Lee 

Bartender, Cyndi Lee 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, Gary Blodgett 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Master of Ceremonies, Terry Crouson 

Membership Director, (open) 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan 

Newsletter Editor, Ronnie Elkan 

Photographer, Mary Harris 

Public Relations Administrator, Jeff 

Tilton 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Slide Show, Janet Jimenez 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website Manager, Dave Rietz  

Editor’s Letter continued 

Covid. I am aware that we had 

guests that didn't wear a mask and 

I am also aware that some folks 

wore their face covering. The 

WSS tries to walk the line and 

post what is asked of us and sup-

ply masks and hand wash. We just 

are not equipped to enforce it due 

to the fact that folks are dancing, 

drinking and eating. We're there to 

have fun so let's be patient with 

everyone’s desires. 

Well we are getting close to our 

annual Hall Of Fame weekend.  
Continued on page 14 

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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Milton “Sammy” Sams 
July 18, 1936—May 30, 2021 

Inducted October 2, 2016 

TOMMY PERKINS 
May 10, 1934 - June 7, 2003 

Inducted October 4, 1987 

Milton “Sammy” Sams was born in Lucas County, 

Iowa, in 1936.  He grew up listening to all kinds of 

Western Swing Music.  There was the music on the 

juke boxes, the radio had the Grand Ole Opry and 

Louisiana Hayride plying every weekend.  And, of 

course, living in Iowa, you listened to the WHO ra-

dio station located in Des Moines.  And, also, you 

listened to music out of Del Rio, Texas, hearing Bob 

Wills and the Texas Playboys and other varieties of 

Country Music. 

From this, Sammy 

developed his love 

for Western Swing.  

He would regularly 

attend any and all 

dances in the area, 

particularly barn 

dances listening to 

fiddles, guitars, ac-

cordions, and har-

monicas. 

Entering in the Na-

vy to serve his 

Country, he contin-

ued to look for 

Country Music ven-

ues to go listen and 

dance.  And Sammy 

was always great to 

volunteer to help 

out whenever need-

ed. 

Moving to the Sacramento area some years ago, 

Sammy was introduced to the Sacramento Western 

Swing Society.  He not only attended to listen and 

dance, but he also became a volunteer helping to set 

up and take down whatever was needed for the 

dancing and entertainment.  And his devoted love 

for Western Swing has been much recognized by his 

dedication and helpfulness. 

Sammy has been an outstanding supporter, helper 

and promoter. 

Sammy you are a rare breed.  

For more than fifty years, 

Tommy Perkins has devoted 

himself to performing as a full

-time working drummer. At 

age fifteen he made his first 

recording as a Texas Playboy. 

That was the 1950 hit single 

“Faded Love” by Bob Wills. 

Perkins has since gone on to 

become recognized as an ex-

pert of western swing drumming. According to Per-

kins, “Western swing combines a unique blend of 

country, jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, and ethnic flavors. You 

need to know how to play all of these styles to be 

able to play western swing well.” 

Today Tommy plays nationwide with The Playboys 

II. They also have their own radio show. “We play 

for a weekly broadcast called The Lincoln County 

Cowboy Symposium,” Tommy explains. “It’s car-

ried on over sixty stations.” Perkins also works lo-

cally in Oklahoma City with his home group, Talk 

Of The Town, which plays 1940s music. 

Tommy’s name shows up on several western swing 

CDs, with artists such as Lefty Frizzell, The Play-

boys II, Dayna Wills, Tom Morrell, Herb Ellis, Bil-

ly Contreras, Leon Rausch, Billy Jack Wills, and 

Bob Wills. 

Perkins says he works at improving his playing by 

practicing every day, attending drum workshops, 

watching drummer videos, and reading the educa-

tional sections of Modern Drummer magazine. 

“Steve Gadd and Vinnie Colaiuta are two of the cur-

rent drummers I like to listen to,” he says. “Past in-

fluences have been Buddy Rich, Gene Krupa, Mel 

Lewis, and western swing great Smokey Deacus.” 

In 1987, Perkins took his place as a living legend of 

western swing when he was inducted into the West-

ern Swing Society’s hall of fame. Tommy’s past, 

present, and future assure 

plenty of opportunities to 

continue as a seasoned drum-

mer. 

Submitted in 1987 by Billie 

Hanes 
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A Celebration of Life Service was 

held for Milton Ira (Sammy) 

Sams on Saturday, September 25, 

2021, at 1:00 p.m. at the First 

Baptist Church in Chariton, Iowa. 

Burial followed at the Bethel 

Cemetery. 

Milton Ira (Sammy) Sams, son of 

Raymond Franklin and Mary Virginia (Virgie) Fen-

ton Sams, was born July 18, 1936, in Cedar Town-

ship North of Russell, Iowa. He departed this life 

Sunday evening, May 30, 2021, at 84 years, 10 

months, and 12 days at Sharp Coronado Hospital in 

San Diego, California. 

Sam was always on the go, keeping busy and active 

working at many jobs as a kid. His dad passed away 

when he was 16, and he was on his own from then, 

working with farmers. He went to Colorado, worked 

repairing T.V.s and on to California with his busi-

ness manager and continued in the same work learn-

ing the trade. He then joined the Navy serving 7 

months overseas on the USS LUZON. Traveling 

across the country working his way, he ended up in 

Florida working construction after a hurricane, 

working doing gunite on a bridge. Returning to Io-

wa, he was always telling stories of the guys he had 

worked with and how they had become friends for a 

lifetime. 

He had an 8th grade education but could do any job 

and figure it out. He was a traveling man. He would 

jump in a vehicle and hit the road here and gone. He 

always had goofy sayings that got your attention. He 

took on his two nephews, teaching them the carpen-

ter trade. Sam traveled around with the Western 

Swing helping out, dancing, and receiving awards. 

He was inducted into the Hall of Fame of the West-

ern Swing Music Society of the Southwest. He re-

ceived from the Governor of Oklahoma, a commen-

dation of recognition of the musical promotion of 

the Western Swing Society. 

Left to cherish his memories are his children: Betty 

(Sterling) Balzen, Mike Sams, Melody (Joe) Hird, 

and Terri (Albert) Harris; sister, 

Continued in next column 

 

RIP Milton “Sammy” Sams 

Born July 18, 1936-Died May 30, 2021 

RIP Milton “Sammy” Sams Continued  

 Elizabeth (Bill) Offenburger; grandchildren, great 

grandchildren, and a great-great granddaughter; 

along with many nieces and nephews. Sam was pre-

ceded in death by his parents; son, Nick; daughter, 

Tammi; and granddaughter, Eniale. 

https://www.tributearchive.com/

obituaries/22290671/milton-i-sams 

Thanks to Mary Harris and her daughter-in-law, 

Terri (Albert) Harris (Sammy Sams’ daughter) for 

notification. 

SINCERE THANKS 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post #9 for 

providing us with hot meals at our monthly dances. 

You’ll see them again at our November dance. 

SPECIAL HALL OF FAME  

DINNER MENU 

See Band-Festival Schedule on page 6 
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AMAZING HALL OF FAME RAFFLE ITEMS 
Raffle tickets will be sold all weekend. Each item will have a separate bag for tickets. Drawing will take place Sunday, 

October 3, 2021, after the Hall of Fame Inductee Band plays. IF YOU WILL NOT be present to win, then each ticket 

you place in the bag must have your name and phone number on it. Please make it legible, otherwise another ticket will 

be drawn!! 

L: Boots and Hat 
CJ Nelson, Artist 

Donated by CJ Nelson 

R: Smoke n Chaps 
CJ Nelson, Artist 

Donated by CJ Nelson 

Above: Buck Ford Fan Pack 

Donated by Buck Ford 

Above: Lariat Basket with Turquoise 
CJ Nelson, Artist 

Donated by R & S Elkan 

Above: Lariat Handle Basket 
CJ Nelson, Artist 

Donated by R & S Elkan 

Above: Red Lariat Fruit Basket 
CJ Nelson, Artist 

Donated by R & S Elkan 

Above: Rosemaling Fiddle 
Mary Dillingham, Artist 

Donated by Mary Dillingham 

Above: Tribal Sunset Painting 
Wes Carpenter, Artist 

Donated by Wes Carpenter 

Left:$78 Gift Card for 

WSS Clothing Store  
Donated by Western 

Swing Society 
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2021 WSS HALL OF FAME—OCTOBER 1 THRU 3, 2021 

BAND AND FESTIVAL PROGRAM 

The Machinists Hall, 2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA 

$10 each day, or $25 for 3-day pass 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1st 

1:00-8:30 pm Bar and Popcorn available 

1:00-2:00 pm Joni Harms 

2:15-3:15 pm Ray Poe & Pickin’ Time 

3:30-4:30 pm Shelley Elkan & Bite the Bullet 

4:00-6:00 pm Dinner Available-Pulled Pork Sandwich, Roll, Chips, Cole Slaw ($8 or buy 3-day Meal Ticket for 

$23) 

4:45-5:45 pm Tony Arana’s Jam Room Band 

6:00-7:00 pm Ray Poe & Pickin’ Time 

7:15-8:15 pm Micheal Ray & The Fortunate Few 

8:30-9:30pm Geoff Miller 

  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 

1:00-8:30 pm Bar and Popcorn available 

1:00-2:00 pm Joni Harms 

2:15-3:15 pm Lincoln Highway 

3:30-4:30 pm Kenny Frye Band 

4:00-6:00 pm Dinner Available-Steak or Chicken Street Taco Bar [3], Mango salad, Rice and Beans, Cheese & 

Sour Cream, Chips, Salsa & Nacho Cheese ($8 or buy 3-day Meal Ticket for $23) 

4:45-5:45 pm Tony Arana’s Jam Room Band 

6:00-7:00 pm Mae McCoy & Her Neon Stars 

7:15-8:15 pm Ray Poe & Pickin’ Time 

8:30-??:?? pm Jam Session 

  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3rd 

10:00 am-6:00 pm Bar and Popcorn available 

10:00-11:00 am Joni Harms (Joined by Bite the Bullet for last half of set) 

11:15-12:15 am Janice Allen Band 

12:15-12:30 pm Set Up For HOF – Bar and popcorn not available during Award Ceremony 

12:30-2:00 pm Award Ceremony 

2:00-5:00 pm Dinner Available- Tri Tip, Green Salad, Corn on Cob, Roasted Potatoes ($9 or buy 3-day Meal 

Ticket for $23) 

2:30-3:30 pm Lincoln Highway 

3:45-5:00 pm Hall of Fame Inductee Band 

5:00-5:30 pm Raffle then Auction of Guitar Signed by Inductees 

5:30-6:30 pm Micheal Ray & The Hazy Valley Boys 
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UPCOMING BANDS 

Come Join The Fun At 

The Western Swing Society’s 
40th Annual 

Oct. 1, 2 & 3, 2021 

Machinists’ Hall, Rancho Cordova, California 

$10 each day, or $25 for 3-day pass 

Great Western Swing Bands 

Daily Jam Sessions 

Hall of Fame Inductions on                 

Sunday, October 3rd 

On-Site Beverages and Food Available 

October 1, 2, & 3  Hall of Fame Festival 

November 7  Geoff Miller 

March 6   Lincoln Highway 

“I’m Going” 

SUPPORTERS OF 

WSS HALL OF FAME 2021 



 

 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Friday, Saturday and Sunday October, 1, 2 &3 2021 

Hall of Fame Page 6 for Events 
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We can’t get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swingin’ 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

Happy, Lucky & Hopeful  

Folks! We are really excited to have 

this beautiful Fender Acoustic Electric 

guitar, donated by Skip’s Music! We 

will have all of the 2021 Hall of Fame 

Inductees in attendance autograph the 

guitar during the festival. 

Sunday, right after 

the raffle of our 

many art pieces, 

our very own 

Singer/Guitar 

Picker/2015 Hall 

of Famer/

Auctioneer, Rob 

Shotwell, will be 

leading the fun in 

auctioning off this beauty! 

Fender Guitar to be Auctioned! 

Fender Acoustic Electric Guitar (FA-125CE-SB)                

and Guitar Stand 
Autographed by 2021 HOF Inductees 

Donated by Skip’s Music 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
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BRAND NEW AT THE WESTERN SWING SOCIETY by Edd Burhans 

Merchandise is available at our 

monthly dances and at our an-

nual Hall of Fame. 

Jackets and Polo shirts can be 

customized with name for ad-

ditional cost. 

Jacket Front with Fitted Ball Cap Jacket Back 

Brand New: Womens and Girls V

-top Tee. The red in the logo is 

glitter. 

It will sell for $18 Small thru Ex-

tra Large. $20 for a XXL 
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GOOD TO BE WITH FRIENDS! (Photos by Mary Harris) 
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DANCE, DANCE, DANCE! (Photos by Mary Harris) 

Friends and Fun (Photos by Mary Harris) 
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PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT 

Pictures are now available on our website:  

http://westernswingsociety.net/. OR on  

 

Tips: 

 From PDF newsletter, click on Monthly Dance 

link below to enter that month’s photo album. 

9-5-2021 Monthly Dance 

 https://photos.app.goo.gl/veUbMFcT1Hb2diSc8 

 Use the three dots at top right to download entire 

album or a selected photo 

 To see all albums, click top left on                                 

 Once back at the home page, click on Albums in 

the left column 

 To find all photos with a particular person, click 

in the upper left corner on People 

then scroll down to see all photos 

of that person. Then you can 

download and print what you like.                            

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!!! 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/veUbMFcT1Hb2diSc8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/veUbMFcT1Hb2diSc8


 

 

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS October 2021 - Page 13 

Thanks to Bite the Bullet and our House Band (Photos by Mary Harris) 
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MONTHLY MUSIC SESSIONS 

The Western Swing Society holds a music and dance 

session on the first Sunday of each month, featuring 

guest bands and artists and jam sets. 

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm  at The Machinists Hall 

2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA* 

Donation:  $5 for Members;  $8 for Non-Members 

For information, browse to 

www.westernswingsociety.net 
*The address is Sunrise, but the driveway is on Citrus. 

Driving Instructions to MACHINISTS HALL:   From Hwy 50, take the Sun-
rise Blvd. South exit and cross two lights (Folsom Blvd. and Trade Center 

Drive). After crossing Trade Center, be in the left lane and take the next left 

turn  which is Citrus Road.  You will see an Enterprise Car Rental lot in front 
of you. Turn right into the driveway just past Enterprise. You’ll see our sign, 

and you are there.  Park, come in and join the fun. 

 

OTHER WESTERN SWING MUSIC  

ORGANIZATIONS/MUSIC HAPPENINGS 

Buck Ford & Pure Country Band: Check Web-

site for schedule, https://buckford.com/events/  

CA Old Time Fiddlers Association, Meets 2nd 

Sunday. Orangevale Grange on Walnut Avenue in 

Orangevale, CA. www.cbaontheweb.org/

region_details.asp? Region 2 

Carolyn Sills Combo: https://

www.carolynsills.com/ 

Cowtown Society of Western Music,  Contact: 

Joe Baker, Membership Director, 940-452-6300, 

4361 F.M. 1195, Mineral Springs, TX 76067 

Gary Blodgett,  Every Wednesday night at the 

Valencia Club on the indoor stage from 7:30-10:30. 

https://www.facebook.com/gary.blodgett.142 

Grace Clark & Swingitude: http://

www.GraceAClarkMusic.com 

Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Associ-

ation and Hall of Fame, Inc.  PO Box 953, Dew-

ey, AZ 86326. Contact Jim Gamble at 928-458-

0714. 

Hot Club of Cowtown: https://

hotclubofcowtown.com/ 

Lincoln Highway Band https://

www.facebook.com/lincolnhighwaybandca/  

Northwest Western Swing Music Society,   

Contact: Jeannie Yearian, President, 425-432-7888, 

or cell 206-271-2295, Lynnwood Eagles, 19223 

Hwy. 99, Lynnwood, WA.  Meets 2nd Sunday   

www.nwwsms.com 

Sactown Playboys  @ https://www.facebook.com/

sactownpbs/ 

Slade Rivers Band: https://slader iversband.com/

events/  

Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest,  
PO Box 644, Shattuck, OK 73858. Meets quarterly. 

Go to website at:  www.wsmss.com. 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinist Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

Editor’s Letter continued from page 2 

This year it will fall on October 1, 2 and 3. Sunday 

will be lots of performance along with the awards 

ceremony. 

Our regular first Sunday-of-the-month dances are a 

lot of work for our volunteers and Board Members 

so you can imagine how much work goes in to this 

H.O.F. event. Along with being the President of our 

organization Rex gets the honor of doing the lion's 

share of the work. Thank you from the heart goes 

out to Rex Barnes, our president, and all the hard 

working folks that make it happen. 

Please check out the program of events and all the 

wonderful things that will be raffled off. And check 

out the guitar that will be auctioned off. 

https://buckford.com/events/
https://www.carolynsills.com/
https://www.carolynsills.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gary.blodgett.142
http://www.graceaclarkmusic.com/
http://www.graceaclarkmusic.com/
https://hotclubofcowtown.com/
https://hotclubofcowtown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lincolnhighwaybandca/
https://www.facebook.com/lincolnhighwaybandca/
https://www.nwwsms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sactownpbs/
https://www.facebook.com/sactownpbs/
https://sladeriversband.com/events/
https://sladeriversband.com/events/
http://www.wsmss.com/

